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2 GJiits & <Misses 
UK SKEPTICS UNITE 

The British Committee have held two 
meetings in April for the purpose of discussing 
the formation of an association. At the first of 
these meetings, on 8th April. Acting Chairman 
David Berglas resigned. Thanks are due to him 
for the work he has done for the Com mittee. 

At the second meeting, on 28th April. Dr. 
David Marks was confirmed as the new 
Chairman, and the Committee voted to form an 
association, to be officially named The UK 
Skeptics . A number of changes to the draft 
association document were discussed, and a 
further meeting is planned to consider the 
second draft. 

ABOUT DAVID MARKS 

New British Committee Chairman Dr. David 

Marks is Head of the Psychology Department 

at Middlesex Polytechnic. With Richard 

Kammans, he is the author of The Psvchology 

of the Psychic (Prometheus , 1980) , a scholarly 

and entertaining discussion of psychic 

performers Kreskin and Geller. and a review of 

the SRI ramote viewing experiments.  He was a 

speaker at the 1985 C SICOP London 

Conference. 
He was founding Chairman of the New 

Zealand Skeptics. In the S eptember, 1986, 
issue of the New Zealand Skeptic, the n ew 
Chairman, Denis Dutton, writes of David 
Marks' departure, "We've lost a national 
asset." 

*** 

FCCC UPDATE 

Following our receipt of the Brazi lian 
article· about the Fundacao Cacique Cobra 
Coral. in which it was claimed that their 
medium, Adelaide Scritori , had been asked by 
Buckingham Palace and the BBC to meditate 
to improve the then extremely cold weather in 
Britain, we wrote to Buckingham Palace to ask 
if this was in fact so. 

Robin Janvrin, Assistant Press S ecretarv to 
the Queen, wrote back to say, "I am una�are 
of any request from Buckingham Palace to the 
Brazlian group you mention in your letter." 

*** 

PLUMMER IN BUROPB 

CS ICOP Executive Director Mark Plummer 
goes on to tour some of the European National 
�keptics' groups after hosting public meetings 
m London and Dublin. He is scheduled to visit 
committees and/ or host meetings in: San 
Sebastian, Grenoble. Milan, Zurich, Graz. 
Frankfurt, Utrecht (to be confirmed), Oslo, and 
Stockholm. These visits are being welcomed 
as an important step forward in creating a 
European skeptical network. He will be 
accompanied on the tour by W endy Grossman, 
editor of the British & Irish Skeptic. 

*•• 

GELLER IN AMERICA 

Since Geller's appearance last September on 
the Wogan show. he has travelled across 
Europe, back to do the Gay Byrne Late Late 
Show in Dublin. and now on to America. 

His tour began April 3rd and so far has not 
been crowned with success. It was reported at 
the LA Conference that his New York 
appearance had drawn a much smaller audience 
than expected. 

In Boston, magician Henry Gordon, unknown 
to Geller, was invited to appear on a 
television show with Geller. and after one 
initial success with a "happy face" drawing, 
.Geller's  powers "se emed to evaporate",  
according to Providence, RI. journalist C. 

Eugene Emery, Jr. , reporting on the show in 
the Providence Sunday Journal on April 12 in 
an article entitled. "Psychic or charlatan :  Uri 
Geller reverses his disappearing act." 

Gordon was not the only magician involved 
with the show, broadcast on Boston's Channel 
4 on Monday, April 6 .  Boston magician Michael 
Bent had been invited to act as the program's  
production assistant. Together, these magicians 
applied controls to rule out trickery. The 
results? Two broken watches remained broken. 
Geller was unable to move two compass 
needles with mind power. Geller also failed to 
reproduce two more drawings , one made on the 

. show by Gordon, and one made earlier by the 
host and sealed inside an envelope . 

The latest information, as of this writing, 
is that Geller has been campaigning for greater 
US Government funding for psychic research. 
Geller is quoted by Emery as saying, "I believe 
the Soviets are training teams to be able to 
erase (American) computer tapes or cause 
errors in them . "  Emery goes on to say, "The 
results. he [Geller] says. would be disastrous 
for national security." 

r 



'Hits & 'Misses (continued) 3 
FREE INQUIRY 

The Skeptical Inquirer is not the only 
journal to emanate from Buffalo, NY. The 
Council for Democratic and Secular Humanism 
(CODESH) began publishing the quarterly 
journal Free Inquiry in the winter of 1980. 
CODESH has announced Free Inquiry's purpose 
to be "to discuss and clarify for public 
awareness the prin ciples of free inquiry."  

C O D E S H ' s  a n n o u n c e d p u r p o s e s  a r e  
"primarily educational: 1) to foster the growth 
of the traditions of democracy, secular 
humanism and the principles of free inquiry in 
contemporary society; 2) to revitalize, nurture 
and publicize the values and traditions 
represented by Thomas J eff erson and Thomas 
Paine.  It seeks to . . .  3) encourage and support 
t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a r t i c l e s , j o u r n a l s ,  
monographs, and books that present a 
democratic secular humanistic point of view 
with an educational , literary, scientifi c 
philosophic focus." 

In 1985, the Academy of Humanism formed 
the Committee for Scientific Examination of 
Religion (CS ER), an outgrowth of .Free 
Inquiry's Religion and Biblical Criticism· 
Project. CSER in turn initiated the 
Faith-Healing Investigation Project. It was 
under CSER's auspices that James Randi began 
his investigations of Peter Popoff and W. V. 
Grant, the former of which has been reported 
on in both The Skeptical Inquirer and The 
British & Irish Skeptic.  

Free Inquiry, Fall, 1986. adds further 
information about the events following the 
exposure of Popoff's methods. in an article 
entitled "Popoff's TV Empire Declines,"  written 
by David Alexander, a California publisher and 
Special Consultant to CSER. formerly a 
magician and a private investigator. 

Alexander. checking each step with Gerald 
Larue, chairman of CS ER. wrote a series of 
letters to television station managem ents giving 
background information on Grant and Popoff. 
and stressing that the questions he was raising 
were questions of ethics, not of religion. The 
result? "Popoff's television empire was, at one 
time.  very healthy. He bought half-hour slots 
on approximately sixty stations. But now he 
appears on only nine or ten. This writer could 
not confirm the exact number at the time this 
article was written--even Popoff' s office is not 
sure. The receptionist there originally told me 
Popoff was off television completely."  

Free Inquiry is available from Box 5, 
Buffalo, NY, 14215-0005, and is edited by 
CSICOP's Chairman, Paul Kurtz. 

••• 

PREDICTION FESTIVAL 

Redge Lewis sent in the programme from 
this year's Prediction (Magazine) Festival (held 
27-29 March at Batters ea Town Hall) together 
with as much free printed material as his 
daughter could collect. The range of stuff that 
seems to have been available at this event is 
astounding. As Redge put it: 

" . . . Aztral Games, Holographic Pendants 
(trade orders welcomed), Fantasy Candles, 
Merlin's Cave (Wooden Runes, Pentacles and 
Ankhs on offer). Powerful Colour Vibrations 
with Live Energies of Aroma Essences, 
Training in th e study of Kabbalah and its Use 
in Everyday Life, Charcoal and Occult 
Sundries, Spook Publications (really!), Crystal 
Balls and Pyramids, Books and Nic e  Things for 
Pagan and Earth Based Folk, Planetary Power 
Zones , Earth Magic Wands (mail catalogue only 
£ 1) ,  Agrippa's three books of Occult Philosophy 
(first time in print since 165 1), Oasis Ionisers, 
Ritual Paraphernalia prepared by the Wicc a  for 
the Wicca . . . " 

My own undoubted favourite is "Living 
Colour [which] . .  . is an educational, therapeutic 
and creative body which teaches all aspects of 
Colour Awareness . . .  by working with Colour 
through various media which includes [sic] diet, 
dress, lighting/illumination, exercises ( Body 
Consciousness), counselling techniqu es. essential 
oils, c rystals, etc ." They list products: Pur�,..,.< 
Day-Light Bulbs, Eye· Strengthening Charts, 
Candles, Colour Seasonal Scarves , and Colour 
Coded Sweaters (made to order). This sounds 
like a dinner conversation I had in December 
in I thaca NY. in which we fantasized about an 
"Invent ;our ow

.
n pseudoscience competition" .  

Our entry was t o  b e  something very similar to 
this . .  . it goes to show .. .that.. it's almost as 
difficult to invent a pseudoscience that · isn't 
already in business as it is to write a 
genuinely new. original melody. 

One final word on c andles, from the Dyfed 
Foundation's c ourse listings: "Candlemagi c . . .  As 
a c andle maker a number of people have asked 
me 'What can we use our candles for?' Last 

- year c andles were used by a number of well 
known international organisations as a focus 
and symbol for bringing peace to a troubled 
world.  This is in itself an act of Candlemagic.  
This workshop will start from ourselves . If you 
have a problem in life which you want to 
resolve, you can use this weekend to make 
your own candle and develop a focus for a 
new resolve . "  

Does anyone · know how to pronounce 
Chthonios. as in Chthonios Books? [wg] 

• •• 



4 'flits & GMisses (continued) 
The following letter came in the mail from 

Westcliff-on-Sea, Essex: 
· Dear Editor. 

The BBCl programme "London Plus" (6:35 
PM Friday the 24th April) had a short article 
about the "Aetherius S ociety". 

Apparently. according to a survey, 63% of 
the population believe in "flying saucers" (or 
UFO's) and 10% c laim to have seen one. 

The Aetherius Society are now operating a 
"hot-line" for people to report such sightings. 
While this prompt reporting may aid 
identification of the real c ause of various 
sightings, the Aetherius Society have no 
doubts. A spokesman showed a model of a 
"UFO" explaining that it was a scout ship (how 
did he know?") from another world, able to 
materialise and dematerialise (how convenient!) 
at will. 

I predict a series 0f imaginative reports 
from this society in the coming months/years . 
You have been warned! 

(signed) A. Bloomfield. 

••• 

D.Jily �.hil, WednescUy, September 25, 1 '185 

Doetors spOt over £¥.zm tests __ 

Healers try 
their hands 
on patients 
in hospital 

By JOHN ILLMAII, Medical Correspondent 

SPIRITUAL healers are to work alongside doctors in 
Health Service hospitals in a £500,000 research programme 

starting next month. 
The idea is to establish whether the laying-on or hands c�.n 

t1!ally help pat!ents ..-------­-------.,� who do not respond I to drugs and high 
technology medicine. 

The controversial move • 
1 will astonish many dce· i 
• t:>n. but yes�rde.y the · 
I �;'1:t�t��!�e �f

ck�:n�� • j as wtll Prince Charles. a 

I 
s:.�pporter of complement­
ary methods of medicine 

, such as healtnc and 
homeopathy. 

I Studies of 60 rheuma· 1 to1d arthritis patients w111 
bellll at Leeds General 

. Inilrm:�.ry. 
I Further Investigations 
, are plann� to determ.lne 

i �r0:�!�1te��u:a��:n��:. · cataracts and penlstmt 
: pAin. They will Involve 
, docton 1n London. lJ:S" 1c!1 and LJvPqxml. 

DUTCH CONFERENCE PLANNED 

The new Dutch group is planning a 
Conference for the middle of October. Among 
the speakers will be Paul Kurtz (not all the 
papers will be in Dutch!). Further information 
is available from Professor Paul Wouters ,  ISUW 
Dodewig 8 ,  3832 RD Leusden, The Netherlands. 

• •• 

Liberals call for 
alternative forms 

of medical care 
By Richard Evans, Political Correspondent · 

Alternative forms of medi- private medicine which rec­
cal treatment such as osteopa- ognizes the demand for pri­
thy. homoeopathy, herbalism vate medicine but does not 
and acupuncture should be· allow it to exploit the NHS or 
available on tbe National deprive it of resources. 
Health Service. a Liberal .. It is essential that there 
health pamphlet recommend- · should be no subsidy frvut 
ed yesterday. ou�lic funds, either directly or 

Public demand for !:uch through tax subsidies to in­
unorthodox treatment ap- dividuals or companies or pears to be increasing .. and other groupings ... 
Liberals see this as to some Under the present Govern­
extent a measure of the failure ment the commercial health 
of the NHS to meet all needs... services have been allowed to 

The i>amphlet adds: "The ''cream off" profitabie. activ­
crucia1 question is whether the ities, •·teaving the NHS with 
various 'alternative' treat- an unbalanced case load ·and · ments are successful. ·Some organizational difficulties ... 
'orthodox9 treatments· might Mr Archy Kirkwood, the not satisfy strict double-blind Liberals' health spokesma� clinical trial� even though said yesterday: .. The availabil�' they are widely accepted as ity of private health care� helpful to patients. 

· 
cannot be denied. We musts · "Increasing incidence · of beware of the danger that such 

side-effects fram drugs must services may reduce the free-
encourage a search for alter- d f NHS · 
natives. Medicine must re-

om o . pattents to get 
good health care by vre-

main open-minded and recep- cmpting resources. 
tive to new ideas (and old 

) h th · · "The private sector must ones w at ever eu source." k . 
.
b . h . . · ma e a contn utton to t e 

. Provaded such alternative . training of staff, either via a 
treatments can be proved to training levy or by providing 
be �ccessful "they shoul.d be agreed levels of training ava�lable for ·NHS patae.nts themselves. '9 
subJect to the same requare- ' · 
ments of proof of safety as l}le pamphlet �ys that 
applies to traditional forms of patt�nts should be given more 
treatmentn. chotce about a doctor. 

The pamphlet. drawn up for Freedom in Sickn� and in 
Health (liberal Party Publica-

the liberal Health Panel, calls tions. Birchcliffe Centre, 
for a "controlled partnership'• Hcbden Bridge, West York­
between between the NHS and shire; £1 ). 

--The Times, 9 December, 193?. 
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REVIEW AND SUMMARY: Alternative Therapv (a report of the Board of Science and 

Education of the British Medical Association. BMA. London. 1986' . 

by Dr. Peter O'Hare.. 

This report is a picture of orthodox medicine 
looking at the "alternatives", trying to pick out 
the very few treatments that are well proved to 
be effective, and after that describing how the 
rest may be tested for possible efficiency. It is 
all set in the context of orthodox medicine and 
a criterion of scientific proof.. 

In summary. the report does not suggest that. 
registered doctors take up any treatment at 
present used only by alternative therapists. or 
that any recognition or registration be given to 
the "alternatives". It does recognize the .possible 
use for new registration of spinal manipulators. 
but only if they act under direction of a regis­
tered doctor. It also points out that compassion. 
counselling, and holism are already present with­
in orthodox medicine. It was produced by a 
working party of the BMA' s Board of Science 
and Education. which began work in 1983. 

The Prince of Wales was president of the 
BMA in 1982-3 (why they temporarily abandoned 
their previous practice of having one of their 
own members as president is not clear), and 
during his term he urged the BMA to look crit­
ically at modern medicine. The,. �oyal Family's 
interest in homeopathy may be important here. 
The working party consisted of three pharma­
cologists. two anaesthetists, two physicians. and 
one psychiatrist, all except one with academic 
apointments now or in the past. The terms of 
reference (p. 1 )  were: "to consider the feasi­
bility and possible methods of assessing the 
value of alternative therapies, whether used 
alone or to complement other treatments and to 
report on the evidence received to the Board of 
Science and Education." They began by inviting 
submissions, and received over six hundred. 
From these a questionnaire was designed and 
sent to therapists and their organisations. Final­
ly oral evidence was obtained about six par­
ticular therapies. 

The report is intended for the medical pro­
fession. Although there are many technical 
words which the average reader would not 
understand, the style makes it easy to read. 
The main report takes up only half of the book. 
There are four appendices, three of which cover 
aspects of the report in more detail; the fourth 
appendix is a translated summary of a report 
made to the Dutch government on the same 
matter in 198 1 .  There is even repetition within 
the main report. Sometimes the reader may get 
the feeling of having read a section already. 

There are two pages on the background to the 
rise of alternative therapy. There are seventeen 
pages on the history of medicine and two on 
possible future developments. Next come seven 
pages on the development of treatments and 
measurement of their effects. Appendix 1 covers 
the same matter at greater length (fourteen 
pages). There is a twenty-five-page alphabetical 
section describing sixteen alternative therapies. 
The eighteen pages of discussions and 
conclusions go over all of what went before, 
but particularly focus on homoeopathy, 
acupuncture, hypnotherapy, and manipulation 
(osteopathy and chiropractic)as the therapies 
most deserving of careful consideration. 

The report attributes the rising interest in 
to three factors: firstly, a general tide of criti­
cism of progress, bureaucracy, and science: 
secondly, a desire for "time, touch, and com­
passion" which was formerly the main skill of 
ordinary doctors. but which has lost time both 
in medical training and practice to the numerous 
effective, sometimes technological treatments; 
and thirdly, an expectation of cures for all ills 
prompted by the progress and perhaps the over­
selling of orthodox medicine. The report accepts 
that many alternative therapists give a lot of 
counselling

· 
and · support. but not that this is 

peculiar to them, any more than is the holistic 
attitude (taking all aspects of the person into 
account in treatment), which is a regular part 
of teaching in medical schools. Indeed, some 
"alternative" therapies as described in the re­
port are clearly anti-holistic, in ascribing all ill­
nesses to a limited range of causes. People con­
sulting alternative practitioners seem to have 
three groups of problems. First are vague com­
plaints not actually amounting to diseases, plus 
minor illnesses that improve spontaneously. The 
report finds no justification for g1v1ng any 
treatment here. Second are patients diagnosed 
by orthodox doctors. for whom there are no 
cures. The report notes a doctor's duty to save 
the waste of money on a false hope of cure. in 
order to use it better, for example. in modifi­
cations to the house to lessen the effects of 
disability. The third group have serious illnesses 
partly or fully amenable to orthodox treatment, 
but go first to the "alternative" therapist, per­
haps for fear of the serious diagnosis. These 

. are the patients in most danger. 
The historical section shows how orthodox 

medicine. with theories of disease consistent 
with physics and chemistry, grew out of 
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Western folk medicine .  Many of the theories 
used by the alternatives are inconsistent with 
physics and chemistry. to varying degrees. Here 
homoeopathy is vigorously attacked because the 
enormous dilutions of the drugs means that most 
ta blets do not contain even a single molecule of 
that drug. The homeopaths fully acknowledge 
this. but claim that the shaking ("succussion") 
accompanying each dilution transfers the 
"potency" of the drug to the diluting agent 
(usually alcohol) .  That the small alcohol mole­
cules could "remember" the nature of the absent 
active drug is not supported by present-day 
physics and chemistry. and indeed is most un­
likely in that light. Traditional acupuncture.  
Bach-flower remedies. Hellerwork. Polarity ther­
apy, Radionics. and Reflexology all postulate 
forms of energy (whose imbalance underlies dis­
ease) which are either inconsistent with physics 
or for which there is no evidence that they 
exist at all. Nevertheless the treatment and 
measurement section points out that for a treat­
ment to be based on a theory is neither suffi­
cient nor necessary for it to be effective. A 
theoretically effective treatment may fail to 
produce a worthwhile effect in practice: hence 
all new treatments must be formally tested. If 
it passes the test , "orthodox medicine will not 
exclude a treatment [only] because its mode of 
action is not understood. There is thus no 
logical class of 'alternative therapies': there are 
only therapies with and without good evidence 
for their efficacy" (p. 27) In my opinion, the 
report does not adequately stress that know­
ledge of the mode of action of a treatment or 
an adequate theory underlying it are not neces­
sary for its introduction. Critics of this posi­
tion. who feel that the mode of actions should 
be known before offering a treatment. fail to 
realise how many well-proved trewatments would 
be abandoned or delayed by the adoption of 
their standard. 

The measurement section is a good intro­
duction to statistics. both descriptive and inter­
pretative.  It is as clear and concise an intro­
duction as I have seen to this difficult mater­
ial .  Society fails to educate its members about 
sci ence as fast as the members benefit from 
that"" scienceJs. technology: the use of statistics 
in social science is as sorely missed as any as­
pect of physics or chemistry. Exponents of al­
ternative therapies often told the Working Party 
that their therapies "were unique.  and . . .  could 
not be compared one with another or with those 
of orthodox medicine" (p . 29) .  That authors felt 
that these therapists had misconceptions about 
dleasurements. their accuracy, and their signi­
ficance. They point out that repeated measure­
ment of the same thing rarely produces exactly 

the same figure. and that patients get bette:­
sometimes because of treatment and sometimes 
in spite of it. "It follows that any treatment 
persistently applied is bound to produce ap­
parent cures unless it is dangerous" (p .  31). 
Thus disease variability and spontaneous im­
provement is the first major cause of the illu­
sion of a treatment being beneficial . The second 
major c ause, the placebo response, also gets a 
mention on page 31. Unfortunately, although 
placebo treatments are frequently mentioned in 
Appendix 1. the nature of placebo response is 
not explained at all: this is a serious omissio 1. 
It means where the patient improves because he 
believes he is getting treatment. or more or 
better treatment that previously. This section 
concludes with the recommendation that trials 
of therapy must include patients being randomly 
allocated to one of the two or more treatments 
under comparison. 

The report gives special attention to six 
therapies. 

In the case of acupuncture a distinction is 
made between the traditional Chinese form. 
practised by a few non-medical practitioners in 
Europe. and a modified form used (more widely) 
by conventionally trained doctors in Britain . The 
former involves meridian lines on the body. with 
needles inserted at 365 points along these 
lines. The evidence for the value of this forrr. 
is very thin indeed. The modified form involves 
needles at points on sensory dermatomes (the 
"drainage" area of a segmental spinal nerve). 
often stimulated electrically. The report says 
there is evidence for the effectiveness of the 
modified acupuncture in chronic pain. However. 
only fifteen percent of such patients benefit. 
and only five percent actually take less 
painkillers than before. The other ten percent. 
while describing themselves as improved. take as 
many pills as ever. With regard to safety. 
needles inserted too deeply have caused serious 
heart infections and have been associated with 
kidney stones . Some needles have required 
surgical removal . There have been deaths from 
puncturing the heart. The Working Party feels 
that ethical and technical standards need to be 
as high in acupuncture as in orthodox 
medicine. 

The proponents of herbalism claim that the 
presence of more than one active substance in 
the plant extract improves the wanted effect 
and reduces the side P-ffccts. The history of 
medicine given in the report clearly shows the 
contrary: that the treatment was improved by 
separating out the most active ingredient. Exam­
ples are morphine (from the opium poppy), 
aspirin (willow bark) .  qmmne (cinchon a tree 
bark) , and digoxin (foxglove). Herbal practi-



tioners seemeci unaware of how potent thei:­
t.reatments were. and Appendix 3 describes many 
adverse reactions to them. 

Homeopathy was unfavourably reviewed from 
a practical standpoint. even apart from the 
theoretical difficulties. Some of the problems in 
testing it in trials are covered in Appendix 1. 

Hypnosis was found to be widely used by 
registered practitioners and by alternative 
therapists. It was felt to be a useful adjunct to 
other treatments. but only by registered doctors 
and dentists and qualified psychologists. The 
Working Party were concerned about the use of 
hypnosis by other persons, especially by those 
therapists who do not make any diagnosis. 

While orthodox medicine would endorse 
manipulation of the spine for certain disorders 
of the spine and its muscles. chiropractic and 
to a lesser extent osteopathy are based on the 
idea that some or all symptoms in other parts 
of the body are due to "subluxations" of the 
spinai joints. Both diseases of the internal ab­
dominal organs and lower spinal lesions pressing 
on nerves result in pains at the side and front 
of the trunk. This similarity may be the origin 
of chiropractic's mistaken theory of disease. 
The report notes the dangers of manipulation 
(paralysis, death}, and concludes that after a 
proper diagnosis by a fully trained doctor there 
are spinal cases that would benefit from mani­
pulation, by the doctor or by a lay manipulator. 
but that the latter should not work alone. 

There is some approval given for (faith) 
healing. The Confederation of Healing Organi­
sations gave evidence to the Working Party that 
they do not examine or diagnose patients and 
they always tell people to see a doctor before­
hand. The Confederation thought healing could 
not be harmful but was often ineffective. They 
agreed there was no scientific evidence in their 
favour, but the report notes that a controlled 
trail began at Leeds General Infirmary in 
January, 1 986, of laying-on of hands in addition 
to conventional therapy for rheumatoid arthritis. 
Thus modesty in their own claim and due res­
pect for orthodox medicine won approval for 
this placebo treatment. 

The report criticizes claims by cults such as 
the Unification Church (Moonies) and the Church 
of Scientology to be able to heal their mem­
bers. These are similar to the criticism of the 
cults voiced elsewhere. 

Many people feel that the disapproval of al­
ternative medicine by registered medical practi­
tioners arises from prejudice. There is no doubt 
�hat the prejudice has existed and continues to 
exist. because, as the historical section shows. 
today's scientific medicine grew out of the ma­
jority or mainstream folk medicine of the eight-

7 
eenth and early nineteenth centuries. Prejudice 
also continues because the failure to understand 
science (mentioned above) applies equally to 
people passing through medical school: they 
learn today's best treatments but take in little 
of scientific method (trials of treatments). al­
though this is taught. Fortunately, there is none 
of this prejudice in the report. 

The Dutch Ministry of Health report of 198J 
(Appendix 4) is considerably different. In the 
Netherlands it has been illegal to offer medical 
services without proper qualification and regis­
tration: in Britain and Ireland unregistered prac­
titioners can practise freely provided they do 
not claim to be registered. Thus the rise of al­
ternative therapy in Holland involved breaking 
the law. While the BMA report concludes (p. 
62) that "orthodox medical knowledge has led to 
large, demonstrable, and reproducible benefits 
for mankind of a scale which cannot be 
matched by alternative approaches." the Dutch 
:commission felt it was "wrong that one parti­
cular scientific model should be regarded as the 
only correct one and all others rejected" (p. 
1 16). The commission recommended legalising 
and registering many illegal practitioners and 
teaching them basic anatomy, physiology, and 
·pathology to reduce their hazards. There are 
separate comments by two members of the com­
mission, appended to Appendix 4, criticising the 
·report for failing to protect the public from hac 
or dangerous treatment. Both see the recommen­
dation to teach anatomy, etc.. to the alterna­
tive therapists as hopeless. One good point in 
the Dutch report is that orthodox medicine still 
contains some unproved treatments: this gets no 
mention in the BMA report. 

'Aeu·-··unctUre' 
· �t�ati�if;I 

.. .. . . . ; ...... �,. ;..·; .. :· . . 
Health�: call 

· ly Oavlcf fletcher 
H.oltt! Services 

• CoJTHpondent 1 ACUPUNCTURE, ·osteoplt�by 
aAd simiw forms of trutmeD 
sbould ·�a.n-e. a pl1c-e ill : �Buhb�� 

' � .hYDe. · dl.ainuo ol tht ; Britisb�Mc<dic'l ·Af!�tioo'• wo'nwii' 'Pt7 . .... ,'i.lt&native dlenpic:s a.aid 7esta'dl1-·' 
i 

. 
Prof. P«)-oe, · writi.Dt iD • tht 

Joun�.�1 ol Medial E� 
aDd Tecb.DoiOC)'. says · �lieoU 
sbo�tld uw tbe filbt to c:boote 
their ti'Utmeld:l,. altbgup be 
arrues tlr.ft · aJt.etutive then- · 
pies b.lw .o ·Pirt to pl•y ill tht 
care of .aatdy ill �tieats. 

Hr scrs the BMA wotkia& 
PV1J �� osteopathy 

.r: !{f,�-:ff�v�� 
m�diciae. while acuplliK'tUre 
�Widoubtedly b.ls a pl1c-e ill the 
� ol dlro�� .. pliiL. 

--The Daily Telegraph� 
28 March� 1987. 
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The BMA report includes a section 

(Appendix 1) on the proper design of 
scientifically controlled tests of alternative 
therapies. The Working Party stresses the need 
for double blind controls, the need to d efine 
treatments "precisely enough for the treatment 
to be repeated by other prac titioners" (p.80), 
randomisation, both in assigning patients to 
test and control groups and in recruiting an 
independent assessor. 

Considerjng the article below in the light o:· 
the BMA report, one has to ask. what controls 
are in effect in this experiment. The Observer 
does not report, for example. whether the 
control patients are being given the same 
amount of time and attention as the patients 
who are seeing the faith healers. If not. this 
differenc e  could create difficulties in assessing 
the results of the experiment. at least in some 
cases. (wg) 

_r _H_E _o_s_s_ E_R_V_E_R_. _s_u_N_D_A-:Y:--1-5_ D_EC_ E_M_B_E _R �198-:-5----�--------_j-�t:iYf-
Spiritual healers set out to cure the sceptics 

Patients put 
their faith 

in new hands 
ANNABI!l FERRIMAN • HeaiHt Correaponct.nt 

ART�RlTIS p.tientll ore 
about to becoJ:tX guinea pigs 
ID an expenJDCnt to see 
whether �piritual healing 
works. 

For. the fint time, 1 IJ"OUP of 
pnctJtJonen iD lltt!mative 
medicme hu launched 1 
lcientifially CODb"Oikd trial to 
demon.mate that their methods 
•� effective. They hiVe 
invited members of the medical 
esublishment to usess the 
results. 

In 1 controlled experiment, 
30 arthritis petimts who attend 
Leeds General Infirmary will 
receive convmtional treatment 
while another 30 wdl be givm 
weekly healiQI tesSions for six 
months in addition to their 
orthodox thenpy. 

At the start and finish of 
t.beir treatment, the petients' 
arthrit� will be 1sxsaed by 1 
group of doctcn, using X-ny, 
laboratory and clinic.al tests. 
The first Pltimb are expected 
to start their bl:alini sessions 
this week. 

Not content with tacklinc 
utluitis, the Coafedention of 
Healina Orpnisations is abo 
orpnisiq controlled trials on 
chdd� with ancer and 
patients with atuacts, a 
complaint in which the lens of 
the �e becomes opeque. 

While in "erf cue, the rules 
surroundina the trials are being 
drawn up by 111 independent 
�n!l .. ,t, the heakn ·� beina 
rrOVJded by � confederation, 
which has 7,000 members 
across the country. Most 
�ten belieYe their talents 
have di�ne orip. Many have 
dtfrcrina �liaioas beliefs but 
all fffi they bave the !Pft of 
being 1ble to hell through their 
hands or through thought 
tnnsmission. 

Mr OeniJ Haviland, chair­
man of tbe confeder.tion, 
wb� arthritic htp was 
�proved by spUitutl healln&. 
" c:onvtnced that rbe tnals will 
show that healiq works. He 
hopes it mi&bl I beD become 
11'ailable oa tbe N1tioaal 
Health SerYice. 

He said: • Afll!r 25 yan, we 
know 1t is 1 wale ol time 
l.rYIDI to penwde docton 

Ulllll our own evidence. We 
have to meet them oa thrir 
own terms and let them dnw 
up the det1ils of the 
experiment. 

• The profnaor � rilual 
lcience who has dnwn up the 
protocol for the atanct trial 
thinks �are cruy. He tbin.b 
we ,bould have cbolm a 
psychosomatic disorder, where 
the patient's wtb that be is 
goiDg to get better might have 
had some effect. 

• We know boweYer that 
healing works, even in this 
type of disorder, rqardl� o( 
whether the patient thinb it 
will or not. Tblt is why we 
have choKD atancts.' 
IT WAS apparent from the 
numbers rumina up to a 
heaJinc session at I church ball 
in Bromley, Kent, laat "lllftk 
that many sufferen abo believe 
it works. 

Forty patieDts, indudiDa a 
bus driver, a former anlry 
officer, shopkeepers and 
houxwms attended for lttal­
tioo to 1 wide vlriety o( 
complaiuts from anc:er and 
multiple lderolil to throat 
infections 1nd mip-aiue. 

An orderly bookina system 
ensures that no one has to Wlit 
long before being seen by one 
of the KVen healen, who work 
twice 1 week at � centre. 
They listen sympathetically to 
the petient's symptoms and 
problems before tbey lay their 
hands oo the bead and affected 
parts. . 

An ltmosphere of tranquill­
ity perv1des the hall, 
heightened by tbe playinc of 
taped music, though the white 
COlts wum by the healers add 
a clizUal air to the proceed­
ings. No one is charged foe 
treatment but they are asked to 
make a voluntary contribution. 

Since the atlnet trial is 
being aMJrdinated from the 
Bromley centre, three of the 
petients attrudinl were suffer­
ina from that particular 
<1isclrdtt. 

They aD bad tbeir araracb 
UlftSed by the professor of 
VJSual saeDce wbea thn came 
on to the tnal. All wtU have 

Treatment by touch : Jam•• Ball with hla patient Florence Kemp. 
them ched:ed 1pin after six 
months. 

MOll of the petientJ assume 
they will have to have surgery 
for the coudition eventually, 
but are waitin& foe it to rach 
the ril:bt 5tlge. Some ue 
l!opiJ!I tlut the healing will 
make Ill opentioo unnece��­
uy. 

Two patients who have been 
reaTriD1 such therapy said 
thm eyes were now feelinl 
much leu red ancl sore ; ooe 

said it had hid no �ffect at all. Mr Ball, who is 1 r.oo"'inced 
Mr Jama Ball, one of the Christian and worked volun­

bea.len at the centre who has t.arily for the �riuns for 15 
been tteatiq1 woman with a ye.n. added: 'Most people 
atanct, said be hoped to see come for spiritual hnlinl 
healing 1vailable through the became they have DO( respon­
NHS. ded utisfactorily to orthodox 

'We want to have it trnunent. 
established tliat ipirftual lieal- · ' Many of tbmr 1ft mMaliT 
inl is � Vlhae iD the treatment incunble, 10 eftS if they do 
of diseae, uorlleCZ.'Nrily n an not have a 100 pu ceat cure 
altern�tive, INt as a com- but their quality of 1.i.1t 
plemen tary therapy to improftS, the value o( � 
orthodox traaDCDt,' he said. mmt i s establisbed.' 

--Contribute� by PhiZ McKerracher 



THE MONSTROUS MYTH AT LOCH NESS 

Steuart Campbell 

In 1933 the world learned of the belief 
that 'a fearsome-looking monster' had 
'for generations' inhabited L Ness. In 

fact nearly every Highland lake (sic) was 
believed to be inhabited by a 'water 
kelpie', an evil spirit which lured 
travellers to their death by drowning. 
But now the spirit was incarnated in what 
the local water bailiff likened to a 
plesiosaur! furthermore it had been seen 
cruising at the surface making a huge 
wash. Surely this was the zoological find 
of the century, or any century? 

It is curious therefore that in the 
subsequent half-century, and despite 
strenuous efforts by individuals and teams, 
no reliable evidence for the Monster's 
existence has appeared. Nessie buffs point 
to the existence of numerous photographs, 
taken both above and below water, a famous 
cine film and many s'onar contacts as proof 
of Nessie's existence. However, when sub­
jected to close scrutiny, all this so­
called evidence crumbles to dust. It can 
be shown that all the still photographs 
are either hoaxes or pictures of convent­
ional objects or phenomen�, sometimes both. 
For example, the famous 'Surgeon's Photo­
graph', taken in 1934, which is repeated­
ly used to illustrate books and articles 
(as the definitive picture), shows an 
object less than one metre high about 30 m 
from the camera. Furthermore its resembl­
ance to a picture of the tail of an otter 
as it dives leads to the conclusion that 
that is probably the explanation. Most of 
the above-water still pictures are hoaxes, 
and they are still appearing! 

It is less easy to fake cine film and 
buffs have long exhibited Tim Dinsdale's 
1960 film as prime evidence. Their case 
was strengthened in 1966 when the RAF's 
photographic interpretation unit (JARIC) 
unofficially endorsed the film; they con­
cluded that it probably shows an animate 
object. This endorsement went unchallenged 
until last year when I showed that JARIC 
had made a fundamental error. They had 
assumed that the film was taken as one 
continuous sequence and their conclusion 
was based solely on the fact that the 
unknown blob was moving too fast for it to 
be a powered fishing dinghy (the only 
alternative explanation). However, Dinsdale 
had exposed the film in short bursts and 
had to stop twice to wind the camera's 
clockwork motor. Thus JARIC were working 
to a contracted time-scale; when the 
correct time-scale is restored the object 
is found to move exactly at the speed of 
a powered dinghy. There is no other 
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evidence inconsistent with the conclusion 
that this is what the film shows, and 
there is anecdotal evidence that such a 
dinghy did cross L Ness at the time the 
film was taken. 

The most recent cine film is that 
taken by Gwen Smith in 1977, when she and 
her husband saw a strange pole-like object 
rise and fall several times about 160 m 
away along the shore opposite Urquhart 
Castle. Coincidentally two Yorkshire 
schoolboys were in the same area, conduct­
ing (so they claimed) a school project. It 
is now suspected that the boys had rigged 
their 'fishing line' so that it could raisr 
or lower a log or post out in the water. 
In that event the Smiths were the victims 
of an ingenious hoax. 

Because the results of above-water 
photography were so disappointing m&ny had 
high expectations of the underwater flash 
photography undertaken by the Academy of 
Applied Science (AAS) from New England. 
In 1972 this organization obtained two 
pictures which, when subjected to computer 
processing, appeared to show the diamond­
shaped limb of a large creature. It is 
alleged that, at the same time, sonar 
showed the presence of large animals near 
the camera (although no evidence for 
simultaneity has been published). Doubt ha� 
since been cast on the legitimacy of thes� 
pictures; there is evidence that the prima; 
enhancements do not show such limbs and th�­
AAS has not fully detailed the process by 
which the pictures were obtained. The 
original (unenhanced) pictures appear to 
show debris on the bottom of Urquhart Bay 
caught in the flash as the camera and its 
support boat drifted shorewards. 

It is certain that further pictures 
obtained by the AAS in 1975 do show bottom 
debris. Subsequent investigation has shown 
that the camera rig must have touched 
bottom and rolled as its support boat was 
driven onshore by the wind. The AAS has 
not published computer enhancements of 
these pictures. Significantly, when the AA 
deployed their cameras on a secure mountin• 

- they obtained negative results. 
Sonar is a tool that ought to be able 

to locate Nessie. However, the use of 
sonar in lakes is fraught with problems 
that do not arise in the open sea. The 
steep underwater walls of L Ness produce 
anomalous echoes and the sonar side-lobes 
produce signals that mingle with the main­
lobe signal. Nor have all the operators 
been expert with the apparatus they have 
used. The crews of several fishing boats 
have thought they had detected Nessie and, 
on one occasion, a sonar hoax was perpetr­
ated. 

In 1972 the AAS thought that they had 
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c a u y h t  : , e s s i e  i n  o son a r  b e a m  a i med 
h o r i z on t a l l y  t ow a r d s  t he b o a t  c a r r y i ng 
t he i r  c a me r a  r i g .  I n  f a c t  t he ' Mo n s t e r ' 
t r a c e  w a s  c a used b y  t he b o a t i t se l f , a n d  
a n  o v e r l a i d  s e c o n d - t i me r e t u r n  f r om t he 
b o t t om !  

Much w a s  made i n  1 968  o f  t he r e su l t s  
ob t a i n e d  b y  t h e U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B i r m i ngh a m , 
w h o  we re t e s t i n g  a d i g i t a l s o n a r  s y s t e m . 
T o o  l a t e  t he y  d i sc o v e r e d  t h a t  s ome a nom­
a l o u s  r e t u r n s  ( wh i c h t he y  h a d  l i gh t - h e a r t ­
e d l y  s u g ge s t ed m i gh t  b e  f r o m  N e ss i e )  w e r e  
d u e  t o  s t r o ng r e f r a c t i o n o f  t he s ou n d  
w a v e s  a s  t he y  p a s s e d  t h r ou g h  t he t he rmo­
c l i n e  ( t he l a y e r o f  w a t e r  w i t h a l a r ge 
t e mp e r a t u r e l ap s e  b e t we e n  t he w a r m  e p i ­
l i mn i on a n d  t he c o l d  h y p o l i mn i on ) . T he 
b o t t om o f  t h e l ak e  w a s  a pp e a r j_ n g  i n  m i d  
w a t e r ! 

N o t  o n l y  h a v e  p h o t o g r a p hy a n d  s o n a r  
p r o d u c e d  n o  e v i d e n c e  f o r  N e ss i e , s e a r c h e s  
o f  t he b o t t om o f  t he l ak e  h a v e  f ou n d  n o  
r e ma i n s  o f  t he m a n y  c r e a t u r e s  w h o  m u s t  
h a v e  d i e d  t he r e i n  t he l as t  t e n t ho u s a n d  
y e a r s . 

T he s i mp l e s t  e x p l an a t i on f o r  t he 
r e p e a t e d  f a i l u r e  t o  o b t a i n  e v i de nc e  f o r  
N e s s i e  i s  t h a t  she d o e s  n o t  e x i s t ! T ha t  
wo u l d  a l s o  ex p l a i n  w h y  t h� d e t e r mi n e d  
e f f o r t s  o f  t he L o c h  N e s s  l �v e s t i ga t i on 
B u r e au b r o u g h t  no s u c c e ss . I n  f ac t , i n  
1 9 6 2  a t e a m  o f  s t u d e n t s f r om t he U n i v e r s ­
i t y  o � C a mb r i d ge demon s t r a t e d t ha t  n o  
m o n s t e r s  l i v e i n  L N e s s . U s i n g  s e v e r a l  
bo a t s  t he y  ' sw e p t ' t he l ak e  f r om e nd t o  e n d  
w i t h  a s o n a r  ' cu r t a i n ' t ha t  e i t he r  h a d  t o  
r e c o r d  mons t e r s  a s  i t  p a s s e d  o r  f o r c e  
t he m  t o  o n e  end w h e r e  t he y  c ou l d  b e  d i s­
c o v e r e d . N o t h i n g w a s  f ou n d . 

B u t  i f  N e s s i e  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t  w h a t  i s  
t he c au s e  o f  t he r e p e a t e d  e y ew i t n e s s  
r e po r t s? m a n y  o f  t he r ep o r t s a r e  o f  a 
c r e a t u r e  w h i c h c l os e l y  r e semb l e s  a n  o t t e r .  
S i nc e  o t t e r s  do i n h a b i t  L N e s s  a n d  s i nc e  
t he y  a r e  r a r e l y  s e e n  i t  m a y  b e  c on c l ud e d  
t h a t  t he a n i ma l s  o b s e r v e d  we r e  i nd e e d  
o t t e r s . T h e y  we r e  mo r e  nume r ou s  be f o r e T he 
S e c o n d  W o r l d  W a r , w h e n  most o f  t he s e  r e p o r t s  
we r e  made . T od a y  t he i nc r e a s e d  a c t i v i t y  
a r ound t he l a ke mus t i nh i b i t  t he m . I n  o n e  
c a s e  t he w i t ne s s  m i s t ook a y ou n g  d e e r  f o r  
t he M o ns t e r  ( l e ad i ng t o  t he b e l i e f  t ha t  t he 
l a t t e r  h a s  h o r ns ) . 

H owe v e r , a no t h e r  p henomenon i s  r e spons­
i b l e  f o r  t he r e p o r t s w h i c h  c on v i nc e  p e op l e  
t h a t  a mons t r ous c r e a t u r e  l i v e s  i n  L N e s s . 
B e c a us e  t he l ak e  i s  p a r t o f  t he C a l e d o n i an 
C a n a l i t  i s  u s e d  b y  l a r ge a n d  p ow e r f u l  
v e s se l s  wh i c h  c r e a t e  s t r on g  w a k e s . T he s e  
w a K e s  t r a v e l g r e a t  d i s t anc e s  w h e n  t he 
s u r f a c e  i s  c a l m  a nd t h ey c an be r e f l ec t e d 
by t he s t e e p  s h o r e s  o f  t h e l ak e  so t ha t , 
b e h i n d t h e v e s s e l , t he y  b r e a k  as t he y 

e n c o u n t e r  t h e v e s s e l ' s  sc r ew w a k e . I n  
t h e  1 9 3 0 s  t h e c r e w s  o f  s e v e r a l  v e sse l s  
r e f_J o r t e d b e i n g  f o l l ow e d b y  w h a t  t hey 
t h o u g h t  'fl a s  a n  e n o r rr.ous c r e a t u r e . A l t e r ­
n a t i v e l y  t w o o pp o s i n y  r e f l e c t i on s  c a n  
me e t  t o  p r o d u c e  i n t e r f e r ence e f f ec t s 
( a l t e r n a t e  humps a nd d i ps ) wh i c h  mus t 
t r a v e l  p a r a l l e l  t o  t he cou rse o f  t h e 
v e s s e l , a l t h o u gh a l ong w a y  be h i nd . M o r e ­
o v e r t h e t wo w a k e s  p ass t h r o u y h  t he i n t e r ­
f e r e n c e  enh a nc e d  a s  i f  t he y  we r e  t h e 
r e s u l t  a n d  n o t  t h e c a use o f  t he d i s t u r b ­
a n c e . O b s e r v e r s c a n  b e  f o r g i v e n  f o r  m i s ­
t ak i n g  t h i s  p h e n o me n o n  f o r  N e s s i e . Be f o r � 
t he g r ow t h o f  r o a d  t r anspo r t , e sp ec i a l l y  
i n  t he ' 3 0 s , t he r e  w a s  much mo r e  t r a f f i c  
by w a t e r  a n d  t h i s  c e r t a i n l y  mus t h a v e  l e e 
t o  t he g r ow t h o f  t he my t h .  H a k e s  and d i s ­
t u r b a n c e s  w i l l  a l s o b r eak i n  t he sh a l l ows 
o f  L Ness w h e r e  o b s e r v e r s  of t e n s ee a 
sud d e n  ' i n e x p l i c a b l e ' u p s u r g e  o f  wa t e r . 
W i t h  n o  v e s s e l i n  s i gh t  i t  i s  und e r s t a nd ­
ab l e  t h a t  s u c h  u p s u r ge s  w i l l  b e  i n t e r p r e r ­
e d  a s  t he M o n s t e r . 

O n c e  i t  w a s  g e ne r a l l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a 
l a r ge u nk n ow n  a q u a t i c spec i e s  l i v e d  i n  L 
N e ss i t  w a s  i ne v i t a b l e  t ha t  r e p o r t s  o f  
such a c r e a t u r e  w ou l d  b e  r e c e i v ed . S u c h  
r e p o r t s  t he n  r e i n f o r ce d  t he my t h  gu a r a n t ­
e e i n g  f u r t h e r  r ep o r t s .  I gn o r a n t  o f  t he 
t r i c k s  t h a t  L N e s  c a n  p l a y obse r v e r s  u n o P  
t h e  i n f l ue n c e  o f  t h e my t h  a r e  b ound t o  
s e e  N e s s i e  i n  e v e r y  a norwJ l ous s t  i n.u l us . 
I t  i s  e v en l i k � l y  t h a t r ep o r t s  o f  mon s t e r � 
i n  o t h e r S c o t t i s h  l ak e s , and i n  l ak e s  i n  
o t he r  p a r t s  o f  t he w o r l d , h a v e  been 
g e ne r a t e d  b y  t he L N e ss my t h .  L N e ss h a s  
n o t  s p a w n e d  a 1··1 o n s t  e r  b u t  i t  h a s  s p aw n e d  
a m o n s t r ou s  m y t h .  

T h e  L oc h  N e s s  M o n s t e r : T h e E v i de n c e  b y  
S t e u a r t  C am p b e l l  w a s  p ub l i sh e d  l a s t  y e a r  
by Aqua r i a n  P r e s s  a t  £3 . 99 

SPIRAL GLASSES give you the ability to 
see spirals a n d  auras. These a m az ing 
glasses allow you to see your friends' and 
neighbors' actual spi rals of energy, and to 
see whether or not the spiral is going clock 
wiH or counter clockwiH. You can finally 
confirm whether your friend is a man or a 
woman.-Adt•. in East Wut Journal. 
- - a s  � ep � i n t e d  in t h e  New Yo r k e r . 
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The Transcenciental Temotatior. by Paul Kurtz . 500 p p .  Prometheus Books . 1986 . 
(Availa ble in UK from Mike Hutc hinson ) .  

Reviewed by Lewis Jones . 

QUEST I ON :  who i s  i t ?  
A t  h i s b i r t h , she phe rds brou ght 

g i f t s  and adored h i m .  In h i s 
l i f e t i me ,  he worked mi ra c l e s . The 
c u l t  t ha t  gr e w  up i n  h i s  name began 
to a t t ra c t  wi despread a t t e nt i o n i n  
Rome a t  t he e nd o f  t he f i rst 
c e nt u r y  B . C .  Wi t h i n  a hu ndr e d  ye a r s  
i t  h a d  spre ad ra p i d l y t hr o u g h  ma n y  
c l asse s o f  t he R o ma n  wor l d .  P r i e s t s  
u se d  cand l e s  a n d  h o l y  wa t e r . The y  
he l d  c ommu n i on se r v i c e s  whe re 
worsh i ppe rs rece i ve d  c onse cra t e d  
bread and wa te r .  The y sa nct i f i e d 
Su nday a nd t he 2 5 t h  of De c e mbe r . 
The y ta l ke d  of h e a v e n  a nd he l l ,  a nd 
an a t o n i ng sacr i f i c e .  A f t e r  de at h , 
t he y  sa i d ,  a l l  me n  wo u l d  appe a r  
be f ore t he j u dgme nt seat . Unc l e a n  
sou l s  wou l d  su f f e r  e t e r na l  t or me nt , 
wh i l e  t he pu re wou l d  be r e ce i ve d  
i nt o  t he f u l l  r a d i ance o f  h e a ve n . 

Need a n y  more c l u e s? I n  f ac t , a l l 
re l i gi o u s  s e c t s  have a se t of s u c h  
be l i e f s a nd r i t u a l s  t ha t  t he y  c l a i m  
are " r i ght .. , wh i l e ma i nt a i n i ng t ha t  
o t he rs a r e  " wrong . " Bu t wi t h  t he 
l ong- e st a b l i she d one s ,  i t  c a n  be 
hard t o  hack t h r o u gh t he r e ve r e nc e  
a nd assess t he c l a i ms c o o l l y .  

Pau l Ku r t z  r e c o mme nds t he appl i c­
a t i on o f  " cr i t i ca l  i nt e l l i ge nc e " t o  
t he se and o t he r  par a n or ma l  c l a i ms .  
< " A  pe rson c a n  posse ss h i gh 
i nt e l l i ge nc e  a nd y e t  l ac k  t he 
c r i t i ca l  c o mpone nt . " )  

He app l i e s  t he me t hod t o  mor e  
r e c e nt re l i g i ons , whe re i t  i s  mu c h  
e as i e r  t o  ge t a t  t he f ac t s , a nd 
t he n  r e - appl i e s t he same c r i t i ca l  
a ppara t u s  t o  some o f  t he o l d- t i me 
c u l t s .  

So we get t he l owd o wn on c on- ma n  
J oseph Smi t h ,  who " t r a nsl a t e d "  t he 
Book of Mormon f r o m  a se t o f  
non- e x i st e nt p l a t e s  o f  go l d  t ha t  he 
sa i d  he ' d  d u g  up not far f rom h i s  
home . We me e t  E l l e n G Wh i t e , who 
c obb l e d  t og e t he r  t he wr i t i ngs o f  
o t h e r  pe opl e ,  pa sse d t he m  o f f  as 
her own , and f o u nd e d  t he Se ve nth­
Day Adve nt i st Chu rch . The r e  i s  
Chr i st i a n  " Sc i e nc e " , wi t h  a c h u rch 
base d on b i b l i ca l  r e a d i ngs a nd t he 
revea l e d  word o f  Ma r y  Bake r Eddy . 
And Cha r l e s Ta t e  Ru sse l l ,  t he 
habe rdashe r f rom A l l e gheny i n  Pe nn-

s y l va n i a  who pr e d i c t e d  t he e nd o f  
t he wor l d  i n  1 9 1 4 . T h e  f a c t  t ha t  he 
d i dn ' t e ve n  ge t t ha t  r i ght d i dn ' t 
s t o p  h i s  f o l l owe rs f r o m  abd i ca t i ng 
t he i r  c r i t i ca l  i nt e l l i ge nce and 
be c omi ng J e hovah ' s  Wi t ne sse s . 

U s i ng t he same c r i t i c a l  a r mo u r y , 
K u r t z  c o n f r on t s  t he mu r de r o u s  Mose s 
a n d  Mohamme d ,  a nd t he J e su s whose 
v e r y  e x i s t e nce i s  u ns u ppor t e d  by 
any sou nd i nde pe nde nt e v i d e n c e . I n  
anc i e nt t i me s ,  a l as ,  Sons o f  God 
a nd r e s u r re c t ed de i t i e s we r e  t wo a 
d e na r i u s . 

To t h e  pe ss i mi st s  wh o c o mp l a i n  
" Ho w  c a n  l i f e have mea n i ng i f  i t  
w i l l  a l l e nd? " K u r t z  makes t he 
c ou nt e r - proposa l : "  Why not ma ke t he 
most ou t o f  t h i s  l i f e ,  i f  t ha t  i s  
a l l  we have ?" 

For h i m , " t he t wo c a rd i na l  s i ns 
a r e  ( 1 )  g u l l i bi l i t y and i gnorance 
a n d  ( 2 ) c o wa r d i ce a nd f e a r . " 

A s t u dy o f  t he myst i c s o f  t he 
past , he says , shows t ha t  t he 
gr o u nd f o r  t he i r  e xpe r i e nc e  i s  l a i d  
" by se nsor y d e pr i va t i on ,  se xu a l  
r e pre ss i on ,  a n d  e nf or c e d  wi t hdrawa l  
- i n  s h o r t , t he pre cond i t i ons f or a 
psychot i c- l i ke reac t i on a re 
pre se nt . "  

And t o  t ho�e who wou l d  pu t t he i r  
f a i t h i n  s u c h  . r e ve l at i ons , he 
qu o t e s  Be r t rand Ru sse l l :  " From a 
sc i e nt i f i c  - po i n t  o f  v i e w  we c a n  
make no d i st i nc t i on be t we e n  t he man 
who eats l i t t l e  a nd se e s  h e a ve n , 
a nd t he ma n  who dr i nks mu c h  and 
s e e s  snakes . "  

He ha s l i t t l e  u se f or t he hot ch­
pot c h  o f  c o n t r a d i ct i ons t ha t  ma ke 
u p  t he B i bl e ,  or t he f ac i l e  a r g u -

. me n t s  f or a d i v i ne Cre a t or . I n  v i e w  
o f  t he c e rt a i n  h e a t - de a t h  t ha t  wi l l  
u l t i mat e l y  e nve l ope t he wor l d ,  why 
n o t  a d i v i ne De st r o ye r? 

Me d i u ms ,  spoonbe nde rs , t ho u gh t  
r e a de rs , l e v i t a t ors , ghost s ,  ast ro­
l oge r s , a nd o c c u l t i st s  i n  ge ne ra l : 
K u r t z  l a ys abou t t h e m  a l l wi t h  a 
wi l l .  I n  pr i nc i p l e .  not h i ng d i st ­
i ngu i sh e s  t he i r  bl i nd spo t s  f r o m  
t hose o f  t he re l i g i o u s  d e vo t e e . 

And t a l k i ng o f  bl i nd spot s , 
Ku r t z ' s  answe r  t o  my ope n i ng 
q u e st i o n i s :  t h e  god Mi t hras . 

I nt e r e s t i ng? 
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SCARNE's New Complete Guide to Gambling 

by John Scarne. 871  pp.  Simon & Schuster, 
1986. $ 1 2 .95 in US paperback. 

Reviewed by Wendy Grossman 

John S carne is the author of many books 
on gambling, games, dice,  chance,  and is billed 
on the cover of this enormous book as 
"World's Foremost Gambling Authority. "  I doubt 
anyone would disagree with that assessment. I 

first heard of him in the writings of Martin 
Gardner, whose mathematical diversions I have 
been enjoying for over twenty years. 

In his 1961 collection of mathematical 
diversions, The Unexpected Hanging (Simon & 
Schuster) ,  Gardner gives a whole chapter to a 
discussion of this book's predec essor, Scarne's 
Complete Guide to Gambling. 

What does a book on gambling and cheating 
have to do with scientific investigation of 
claims of the paranormal? In Gardner's words, 
"There are . . .  two large fields of public 
dec eption in which many of the principles of 
magic are employed for less wholesome 
purposes: the fields of gambling and psychic 
research. A certain false shuffle, for instance,  
can be equally useful to a card magician and 
to a card hustler. A technique for secretly 
obtaining information written on a piece of 
paper can be equally useful to a magician who 
performs 'mental magic and to a crooked 
medium. As a mathematician might put it,  the 
principles of decption in the three 
a r e a s - - m a g i c , g a m b l i n g ,  a n d  p s y c h i c  
phenomena--form three mutually intersecting 
sets" (p. 53) .  

Both Susan Blackmore's The Adventures of 
a Parapsychologist (reviewed in BIS 1 . 2 )  and 
David Marks' and Richard Kamman's The 
Psychology of the Psychic make absolutely 
cl ear the importance in psychic research of 
understanding how the laws of chanc e  operate. 
To quote Blackmore: "Years before,  I might 
have considered the possibility that statistics 
were not the way to get at psi , but now I had 
seen the powerful effects of chance 
correspondences on people's beliefs . . .  People 
chose to see psi in those correspondences 
when they had made the correspondence for 
themselves" (p . 107) .  Persi Diaconis, in his 
paper on coincidences delivered at the 1984 
CS ICOP Conference in San Francisco, put it a 
little differently: "it 's  easy to fool ourselves 
by the richness of our pattern recognizing 
faculty. "  

Here's what Scarne has to say about 
chance: " . . .  although modern man has tossed the 

superstition that dice can divine the future 
into the discard, many gamblers still believe 
that the fall of the dice or the turn of a card 
is controlled by some supernatural force" (p . 
25) .  He laments most people ' s  lack of 
understanding of the laws of chanc e ,  and then 
applies this specifically to gamblers: " . . .  they 
don't understand how chance operates or know 
what luck really is . . .  anyone who believes that 
one player has a better chance of winning a 
bet becauase he is luckier than another is no 
smarter than the customers of the sorcerors 
and witches of the Middle Ages, the African 
voodoo doctor or the gypsy fortuneteller who 
reads tea leaves . . .  The superna tural will  
continue to get a foot in at the door just as 
long as we try to investigate c hance as it 
applies to a single person. "  

Scarne's book is genuinely a c omplete gu1ae 
to gambling--and why to avoid it .  There are 
careful assessments of the odds in a seemingly 
infinite series of gambling situations ,  
entertaining stories. details of  methods of 
cheating,  and detailed explanations of why 
various gambling "systems" don ' t  work . 

In addition , it's probably the b est course in 
applied probability and statistic s  you c an 
imagine. 

� 
Cj 
I 
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CLEAN ENERGY 
Read your "Good 'n '  Clean" colu mn in 

the c urrent Prospect Press. From what  you 
say,. buying i n  flea markets or wearing 
secondhand clothi n g  may not be a good 
idea if  the former owner's psychic  e nergy 
st i l l  c l ings to it. We don't all see those 
l ights around objects that you desc r i be so 
most of us don't know if our secondhand 
clothc.-s carry thl" former owner's e nergy .  

Is it safe to assume that  by c leaning you 
replace the former owner's energy with  
you rll ? W i l l  hope  to see  your  comments i n  
t h e  next i ssue. MARIE CoGNATA 

jeanne Smith rt:pl ic.-s: Yes, I th ink  second 
hand clothes do carry the former owner's 
energy, and must be c leaned both physical­
ly and psychical ly .  I am no expert,  but I 
fi nd energy very m uch like the people from 
whom it came.  There are some people 
with whom I feel compat ible and support­
ed, and others whose energy i s  toxic for 
me. I have no problem with objects from 
the former. R c.-gard i ng the latter,  I do  one 
of two th ings: e i t her  get it  out of my space, 
or consc iou:.ly tune into the energy-hear 
it,  sc.-e i t ,  fed i t ,  acknowledgt: i t  a nd experi­
ence it ( al l  i n  an i nstant ) ;  and then love, 
bless and rdt"ase i t  to the h igher power:.. 
One's own consc iousness is the key. I v isu­
a l iu white l i ght po uring from me to the 
object ,  c leans i n g, renc.-wing and obl iterat­
i n g  a l l  darkness.-BrooHyn ( N. Y. ) Pros­
put Puss. 
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Psychic Diary 

Toby Howard 

In his editorial colunm of March 7th Tony Ortzen, editor of 
P6ychic New6 , notes with incredulity CSICOP's recent objections 
to the Brooke-Bond paranormal card series. "Really you would not 
think anyone could object to the series. After all, no one can deny 
that strange phenomena do occur, as they have done in all centuries 
and in all cultures" . 

Home Office may 6Crap anti-p6ychic atatute -The Home Office is 
believed to be giving "sympathetic consideration" to repealing 
section 4 of the 1 824 Vagrancy Act, which states that 

every person pretending or professing to tell for­
tWles, or using any subtle craft, means or device 
by palmistry or otherwise, to deceive or impose on 
any of His Majesty's Subjects 

commits an offence Wlder the Act. "Tarot consultant" Alan 
Venamore is organising a petition for the repeal of the Act, 
and so far has 1 ,000 out of a target 7,000 signatures. A spoke­
man for the Home Office stated that the Law Commission 
had been approached, and that there would be no difficulties 
in repealing the Act. 

Dial-a-medium 6eM!ic e 6till diaturb6-Liverpool medium Billy 
Roberts' PsychicLine venture has been suffering the wrath 
of local Christians. His service, operated by Fir6t Call En­
terpri6e6 features a series of three and a half-minute talks on 
clairvoyance, comfort for the bereaved, and advertisements for 
his "Thought Workshop" . British Telecom say they place no 
restrictions on the contents of privately operated phone ser­
vices, but expect participating companies to follow a Code of 
Practice agreed between BT and the Association of Telephone 
Information Providers. An independent complaints committee 
has been established, and MP Ken Hargreaves has written on 
behalf of Hyndbum Christilill Fellowship expressing his con­
cern. 

Japane6e TV crew film Ghoatbuden-The Association for the 
Scientific S tudy of Anomalous Phenomena (ASSAP) recon­
structed a ghost investigation for the benefit of a Japanese 
TV company, at a haWlted house in Kent. 

Blind woman regain6 6ight-A "legally blind" Minnesota woman 
has regained her sight after ten minutes of spiritual healing at 
the hands of �Spiritualist minister Marilyn Rossner. 

P6ychic 6eagull6 e t. al.-Popular naturalist David Bellamy has 
written the foreward to a new book P61fchic A nimw by re­
searcher Dennis Barden. The book looks at the incredible 
psychic abilities of animals, including seagulls, dogs, lions and 
dolphins. 

Some prediction6-lntemational clairvoyant and astrologer 
Fredrick Davies has made five predictions: 

• Mrs Thatcher will fall out with President Reagan this 
year over "nuclear missiles" . 

• The Princess of Wales will give birth to two more boys 
and a girL 

• Prince Edward will star in a West End show later this 
year. 

• There will be a cure for AIDS within three months. 

• Arsenal will beat Liverpool in the Cup Final. 

Scotti6h gho6t6 for touri6b-Two Scottish Tourist Boards, for the 
Clyde and Ayrshire Valleys, are competing to find the most 
and best ghosts to attract tourists; so far Clyde Valley is ad­
vertising 1 5  haWltings. 

Plan6 to contact H oudini-US companies Mtdtimedia Entertain­
ment and Tribute Entertainment will beam round the world 
a live seance intended to make contact with Harry Houdini. 

Healer6 re6pond-O ver one hundred healers have offered their ser­
vices, for healing AIDS patients, to the Confederation of Heal­
ing Organisations. 

Suffolk healer to get Got�ernment grant-Suffolk healer John 
Hoskins is to receive a one-year grant of £ 40 a week from 
the Manpower Services Commission to start a healing service. 

Claire Raynor bla•b medium6-ln her Sunday Mirror column, 
agony aunt Claire Rayrior supported a reader's complaint that 
she had paid £8 to a medium for an hour of "clairvoyant 
rubbish" . 

Glouce6ter6hire poltergeid-For the last six years David and Ruby 
Price have had to put up with coWltless burst water pipes, ex­
ploding light bulbs and more than forty fires, at their self-built 
home in Oakle Street, Minsterworth. After the local electric­
ity and gas boards found nothing, the family are considering 
turning to the Church for help. 

GP '6 a6ked to con6ider Spiritual h ealing-The Confederation 
of Healing Organisations (7,500 members) has distributed, 
through the Barnet Family Practitioner Comrnitttee, a let­
ter to 1 80 local G P 's offering the services of spiritual healers. 
The FPC agreed to distribute the letters, leaving each GP to 
make his or her own choice. 

SA GB complain6-The Spiritualist Association of G reat Britain 
are unhappy about the way the organisation was portrayed 
in a recent BBC Forty Minute6 documentary. Secretary Tom 
Johanson said "they left the best bits out" . 

More council hou6e trouble • . .  -Eerie footsteps, strange noises 
and self-propelled chairs have caused a Derby woman to flee 
her council flat. Her solicitor is petitioning the City Council 
for her to be rehoused. And in Airedale, Yorkshire, a woman 
contacted a local vicar to have her "poltergeist-ridden" council 
house blessed. This made the poltergeist activity worse. 

New6papers refoue adverti6ement for healer-Both The Time! 
and Today have turned down Hertfordshire healer Sheila 
Macey's advertisements for spritual healing at her "Clovers 
Healing Clinic" . 

Sheffield p6ychic poll-ASSAP's joumal reports the results of a 
Sheffield survey to discover how widespread is the belief in the 
paranormal. Based on 239 questionaires, 62% reported they 
had experienced a supernormal or mystical event. 

P6ychic artid tour6 UK and South Africa-Peter Hammond, in­
ventor of the "Spiriscreen"-where the psychic drawing is 
back-projected onto translucent paper-will tour Britain from 
June to September. Hanunond offers a "spirit on request" ser­
vice, where he attempts to contact and draw the likeness of a 
specified spirit. 

Update on the Chislehurst Caves study being undertaken by 
ASSAP: the 1 &-man team is being led by Clive Seyrnour, and al­
though they didn't actually 6 e e  the dead black dog which locals say 
lunges at visitors, or the bothersome workman, "that doesn't mean 
they weren' t  present" he commented. However a video machine did 
mysteriously start to rewind. 

Finally, a Christian Spiritualist Church in Swansea wrote to 
the National Secular Society enquiring about their headquarters, 
which the NSS had occupied in the Thirties. The NSS Secretary, 
Terry Mullins, reported that he was unable to help since the relevant 
records were destroyed in World War II, but added "The secretary 
at the time has been dead for some years. But if you wish to get in 
touch with him, his name was R.H. Rosetti . . •  " 



14 GLetters to the GEditor 
De a r  E d i t o r , 
Wh i l e I p r obab l y  s h a r e  t h e  v i ews of y o u r  c ont r i bu t o r  Lew i s  J on e s  on mo s t  o f  
t h e  s ub j e c t s  d e p i c t e d o n  t h e  B r ooke Bond c a r ds , I wa s d i s ma y e d  by t he 
a r r ogant dogma t i sm w i t h  wh i c h  he exp r e s s e d  them . He s e em s  to me to d i s p l a y  
t h e  s ame p re j u d i c e  h e  c r i t i c i s e s  i n  o t he r s . 

Nowh e r e  in t h e i r  t e x t  do BB i nd i c a t e  t h a t  t h e y  a re , a s  he c on t i nua l l y 
imp l i e s , ' be l i e ve r s ' i n  t h e  p h e nome na t h e y  p r e s e n t . The mo s t  t ha t  c a n  b e  
s a i d  i s  t h a t  t h e y  f e e l t he m  t o  be sub j e c t s  a b o u t  wh i c h  s ome t h i ng rema i n s  t o  
be e x p l a i n e d  - a v i ewpo i n t w i t h  wh i c h  n o  hone s t  ske p t i c , wha t e ve r  h i s  
p e r sona l op i n i on s , s h o u l d  d i s a g re e . 

Your c on t r i b u t o r  m a y  f e e l  ( a s I do ) t h a t  t h e  To r i no S h ro u d  i s  a 
sp u r i ou s  a r t i f ac t ,  b u t  i t  i s  by no m e a n s  c onc l u s i ve l y  p r o v e d  t o  be s o .  The 
f a c t  that a l t e rn a t ive e x p l a n a t i o n s  h a ve b e e n  p r o p o s e d  for t h e  HcH i nnv i l l e 
and T r i ndade UFO ph o t o s  by no means s e t t l e s  e i t h e r  ma t t e r ,  f o r  t h e  s k e p t i c s '  
e x p l a n a t i on s  h a v e  t h ems e l v e s  b e e n  c h a l l e nge d .  The e v i d e n c e  f o r  t oa d s  f o und 
i n  rock is far t oo s ub s t an t i a l  t o  be d i sm i s s e d  w i t h a s ne e r , as is e v i de n c e d  
by B o b  Sk i nne r ' s  r e c e n t  c o mp i l a t i on Toa d  in t h e  ho l e  w i t h  i t s  b i b l i og r aphy 
o f  some 1 00 i t e m s . 

Your c o n t r i bu t o r  i mp l i e s  t h a t  BB go a l ong w i t h e a r l y  a c c o un t s  o f  
Ne s s i e ,  wh e r e a s  wh a t  t h e y  s a y  i s  ' A l t hough l eg e n d s  o f  a mons t r o u s  a n ima l  
l u r k i ng i n  • • •  L o c h  N e s s  d a t e  b a c k  t o  A D  56 5 ,  the mo de r n  e ra o f  s i g h t i ng s  
began i n  1 93 3 ' .  N o  b e l i e f  t h e r e , s u r e l y ? O r  doe s h e  t h i nk i t  wou l d  have 
b e e n  mo r e  ' s c i e n t i f i c ' to o m i t  a l l  r e f e re n c e  t o  t h e  o l d  l e g e n d s  ? 

He i s  f on d  of s u c h  p h r a s e s  as ' BB be l i e ve t h a t  p eo p l e  c a n  f l o a t i n  
m i d- a i r '  o r  ' BB a re s t i l l  r o o t i ng f o r  t h e  Shroud ' e t c , b u t  t h e s e  a r e  
i l l e g i t ima t e  i n f e r e nc e s  f r om B B ' s  r e f e r e nc e s  t o  t h e  b e l i e f s  o f  o t he r s . 
Th u s , in t h e  c a s e  of t he ' mo v i ng Madonna s '  t h e y  wr i t e  ' I r e l a nd in 1 9 8 5  s a w  a 
p r o f u s i on o f  wha t b e l i e ve r s  have c a l l e d "m i r ac l e s "  a n d  s c e p t i c s  c a l l e d  " t h e  
powe r o f  s ugge s t i o n ' "  I r e a d  t h a t  n o t  a s  be l i e f  b u t  a s  a n  imp a r t i a l  
s t a t ement t h a t  a d i f f � r e n c e  o f  op i n i on e x i s t s  o n  the mat t e r .  

I t  i s  o n  t h e  ' Dogo n ' m a t t e r , howeve r ,  t h a t  he t a k e s  p re j u d i c e  t o  t h e  
p o i n t  o f  a b s u r d i t y ,  t e l l i ng u s  t h a t  I a n  R i dpa t h  h a s  ' wr i t t e n  i t  o f f  a s  
" r i dd l e d  w i t h  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s " ' ·  A s  t h ough t h a t  e n d e d  t h e  ma t t e r  ! D i d  
E i n s t e i n  g i ve u p  t ry i n g  t o  unde r s t a nd t h e  unive r s e  b e c a u s e  i t , t oo ,  i s  
r i d d l e d  w i t h  c on t r a d i c t i o n s  ? 

Your c o n t r i b u t o r  h a s t h e  e f f ron t e ry t o  end by a sk i ng ' How doe s i t  f e e l  
t o  know t h a t t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  d r i nk i n  y o u r  t e a c up i s  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  
p e o p l e  who b e l ie v e  i n  f a i r i e s ? ' ,  wh e r e a s  B B  a c k now l e dge t he C o t t i ng l e y  
ph o t o s  t o  be ' c l e ve r f ak e s ' - t h e  f i na l d i s t o r t i on i n  a so-c a l l e d ' r e p o r t ' 
wh i c h  i s  no mo r e  t h a n  a we l t e r  of d i s t o r t i o n s . 

I wr i t e  t h i s  n o t  to de f e nd b e l i e f  in t h e s e  phe n9me na - as I s a y , i n  
p r i nc i p l e  I s h a r e  mo s t  o f  y o u r  c on t r i b ut o r ' s  v i ews - b u t  b e c a u s e  I b e l i e ve 
it is t h i s  k i nd of a t t i t u d e  wh i c h  ge t s  s k e p t i c i sm a bad n ame . We s k e p t i c s  
de p l o r e  dogma t i sm a n d  p re j u d i c e  i n  o t h e r s  : w e  s h o u l d  a l s o d e p l o r e  i t  wh e n  
i t  i s  d i s p l a y e d  f rom w i t h i n  o u r  own r a nk s . I n  a t t a c k i ng t h e  B B  c a rd s  w i t h  
s u c h  d i s t a s t e f u l  a r r o g a nc e , y o u r  c o n t r i b u t o r  r i sk s  mak i ng s k e p t i c s  s e em a s  
d i shone s t  a n d  d ogma t i c - a n d , I ' m a f r a i d ,  a s  r i d i c u l ou s  - a s  t h e  be l i ev e r s  
w e  c h a l l enge . 

You r s  s i n c e r e l y ,  

L e w i s J o n e s r e p l i e s :  

B rook e Bond Oxo are ful ly a c c oun tab le 
for any c la i m s  they sponsor and a l low to 
be m ade i n  the i r  nam e ,  

2 N o  one i s  under ob l igat ion to d isprove 
nonsens i c a l  c la im s . I t  is the c la im an t 's 
job to bac k them up w i th proper ev idenc e .  

3 I t 's im poss ib le to g ive a ful l ana lys is 
of  40 pseudo-s c ien t i f ic  c la im s  in a 
c oup le o f  pages , That 's �hy I gave som e  
f o l low - up  ref eren c es . 

For the Oogon m y th ,  see Ian R idpath 's 
book , 

For the Cott ing ley f a i r ies ,  see B r ook e 
Bond Oxo , who s t i l l  ac c oun t the l i ttle 

c reatures am ong the top 40 Unexp l a ined 
M y s ter ies of the W or ld , 

For the l ik el ihood of sur v iv ing f or 
m i l l ions of yea r s  ins ide sol id rock , see 
a toad , 
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H
ELLO � MY N A M E  is D erek C. S ampson and this 
is UFO-Line, where everyday I speak abou t 

flying saucers, extra- terrestrial visit ors and other 
grea t  mysteries of our world . 

I have studied aerial phenomena for many 
years and I assure you that U F O ' s  do exist .  I h ave 
interviewed thousands of reliable witnesses and vis­
ited sites where they have landed all over the world. 
And I have seen them for myself. But more t h an 
that I have been contacted by aliens. They have 
sent me imp ortant telepathic messages. It sounds 
strange, I know, and it is strange , but it is real 
and it is t rue. On this programme you will  hear no 
fiction. E verything I tell you is fact.  

Yest erday I described many d ifferent kinds of 
flyin g  obj ec ts which have been seen in our skies. 
They range in size from s mall spherical craft to gi­
gan tic mother ships. The largest are cigar-shaped. 
They fly very high in the atmosphere, gliding 

silently across the heavens. It has been estimated 
t h a t  they are sometimes over three miles long. 
Their position in the sky appears slightly tilted, al­
most as if there is more weight at one end than the 
other. Their function is to act as t ravelling space 
stat ions. They are not u nlike enormous cities , 
sailing across the universe. On board there are 
whole fleets of smaller spacec raft, which are used 
for scou t ing and close surveillance of ot her planets. 
Some of t hese will be flown by ext ra- terrestrial pi­
lots , while others are controlled by highly sophis­
ticat ed compu ters and robots. It is thought that 
on board each mother ship there are literally thou­
sands of crew and scientists and other aliens. 

These vast fl ying cities present a spectacular 
sigh t .  Seeing just one is an unforgettable experi­
ence. Anyone who has done so will agree. I count 
myself par ticularly fort unate. Some years ago, I 
saw as many as nine mother ships flying together 
in format ion over the Malvern Hills. It was a bright 
summer morning and though they were high above 
me I could see them, clearly. H olding position, 
t hey glided silently ac ross the sky, and then these 
giant ext ra-terrestrial craft began to change posi­
t ion. They reassembled in a new formation. It was 
one of the most thrilling sights I have ever seen­
an aerial display unlike any other. To witness it 
was inspiring. I count myself very fortunate that I 
was there. 

S t range flying machines have been observed in 
our skies for t housands of years. There are many 
references to them in art and literature. In Gul­

liver 's Travels there are references to a typical fly­
ing saucer.  B u t Jonat han Swift wrote h is famous 

novel long before any t hing had been writ ten about 
flying saucers. It is p ossible that Swift himself 
sometimes travelled in one. The evidence suggests 
that he did. 

C all me tomorrow and I will tell you why I 
believe G ulliver travelled in a flying sauc er. On 
UFO-Lin e. Remember 0898-300-346 . UFO-Line , 
where tr uth really is "stranger than fi c tion" . 

§ 

Y
esterday I spoke about nine gigantic mother 
ships, which I saw flying in formation above 

the M alvern H ills. �1 any people have had simi­
lar experie nces, though some choose not to speak 
of t hem. It is intriguing that t he great writer 
J onathan S wift appears to have known a gr eat deal 
about flying saucers when he wrote Gulliver 's Tra v­

els, and that was nearly three hundred years ago. 
'1\'e do n ot know where Swift's  information c ame 
from, but I cannot help wondering whether he him­
self actually travelled in a flying saucer. 

Several people h ave repor t ed strange encoun­
ters with extra-terrestrials, who invited them t o  
board flying saucers, and fl e w  them across t he 
universe to show then1 other lands. Those "·ho 
have spoken of such e ncounters are often t re a t ed 
as cranks. S o  is it surprising that some migh t 
choose not to reveal such experienc es? And in 
Swift ' s  time, it would h ave ac t ually been danger­
ous to reveal such an e ncounter. There were se� 

vere penalties for witchcraft and h eresy. Those who 
were found guilty of eit.her were often put to deat h .  
I f  Swift h a d  spoken o f  flying a"·ay to visit ot her 

worlds, he would doubtless have been c onvicted of 
one of these crimes. He may have visited distant 
planets-we do not know. But there is evidence 
that somehow he knew a grea t deal more than he 
was willing to reveal openly. 

In part three of Gulliver 's Travels. his hero 
makes a voyage to Laputa. Contai ned within t he 
text of this s tory are hidden references to a flying 
rq.achine propelled by an anti-gravitational mot or . 
The great scientist Wilhelm R eich revealed earlier 
this century t hat flying saucers are controlled by an 
ant i-gravitat ional power sourc e c alled org on e. In 
s, ... ift's tale, the sun is suddenly obsc ured by what 
G ulliver at fi rst believes to be a large cloud. H e  
looks u p ,  and sees a huge opaque obj ec t  bet ,Yeen 
him and the sun. This obj ect  appears to be at least 

two miles above him, and eclipses t he sun for six or 
seven minutes.  It is very large. As t h e  object ap­
proa ches G ulliver, he can see it is solid and made of 

1 5  
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a firm subst ance. Its sides are smooth and curved, 
and its bottom, which is flat, shines very brightly­
so brightly that the light it  emits is reflected by the 
sea. Observing through a small telescope, G ulliver 
sees many people moving about at different levels. 
Swift called the strange craft a "flying island" , but 

his description matches the description many peo­
ple have given of flying saucers, and G ulliver has 
conversations with the crew, which are very simi­
lar to conversat ions reported this century by peo­
ple who have had contact with the pilots of flying 
saucers. 

Call me tomorrow and hear more of this fas­
cinatin g  mystery . . .  

§ 

I have studied aerial phenomena s ince an early 
age, and I have made many discoveries. E v­

idence of remarkable h appenings appears in the 
most unexpected places. H ow many people re­
alise, for instance, that in Gulliver '$ Travel$ there 
is convincing e vidence that the author, Jo

.
nathan 

S wift, knew about flying saucers nearly three hun­
dred years ago? It is p ossible he may even have 
flown in one. For in the story A Voyage to L eputa, 

S wift describes a machine which he calls "a flying 
island" . In almost evey respec t, this flying island 
resembles the machines we now call flying saucers. 
It is interesting to note that G u lliver has conver­
sations with the crew of the flying island, which 
are very similar to conversat ions r ecorded this cen­

tury by people who have had cont act with extra­
terrestrials. Whether S wift actually travelled in a 
flying s aucer, or was s omehow i nspired from afar, 

we will probably never know. But the evidence 
suggests that someth ing remarkable happened to 
him. It seems he knew a great deal more than he 
ever revealed. He described the flying island as a 
perfectly circular structure made of solid matter. 
The exterior is smooth, with c urved sides and a 
flat base. It is three hundred yards from top to 
bottom, and its diameter is 7,837 yards, which is 

of course huge. At its center is the power source, 
which resembles an enormous [unclear) around a 
hollow cylinder. Its lodestone magnet enables the 
island to rise and fall, or travel across the skies, 
smoothly and silently-j ust as flying saucers travel. 

Some may say that i t's j ust coincidence that 
his description is so similar to descriptions of fly­
ing saucers. But there is futher e vidence of Swift's 
hidden knowledge. The people who live on the is­
land warn G ulliver that t he planet earth is in great 
danger. As I have explained before, here on UFO-

Line, aliens do come to earth for that very pur­
pose. People who have reported close enc ounters 
with extra- terrest rials have often spoken of conver­
sations which are very similar to those of G ulliver 
and the people of the flying island. D id J onathan 
Swift t ravel on a flying sau cer? We will probably 
never know. B ut somehow he knew more abou t our 
universe than any of the astronomers of his time. 
He wrote of things which were not discovered until 
years after Gulliver's Travels was published. 

Call me tomorrow on UFO-Line and hear the 
final instalment of this fasc inating mystery . . .  

--Toby Howard sent in this transcription of 
three days' worth of UFO-Line .  It seems to me 
that Derek C. Sampson's very specific 
statement that everything he says on UFO-Line 
is  fact is  a claim that could be investigated 
by anyone who is willing to pay the phone bill .  

I don' t  know whether i t ' s  true that "s trange 
flying machines have been observed in our 
skies for thousands of years" ;  however it is 
true that there have been references to them 
in literature for that long. The classical author 
Lucian' s  satirical fantasy, A True Story, is. I 
believe, generally acc epted as the first tale of 
travel in the skies.  Like Swift. he speaks of 
islands in the sky. 

Looking up Gulliver's  trip to Laputa. I 
found that it is true that the Laputans warn 
Gulliver of possible destruction for the Earth : 
"These people are under continual disquietudes. 
never enjoying a minute's peace of mind: and 
their- disturbanc es proceed from causes which 
very little affect the rest of mortals.  Their 
apprehensions arise from several changes they 
dread in the celestial bodies. For instance; 
that the earth. by the continual approaches of 
the sun towards it . must in course of time be 
absorbed or swallowed up . . .  " The catalogue of 
all the disasters these people worry about is 
longer than a page; however they are all solar 
disasters. Perhaps someone with more 
experience than I have in talking to aliens can 
tell me if this is a common pattern. 

It is worth adding that the Laputans are 
described as having developed the study of 

. mathematics to a high degree ,  but in being 
ignorant of and uninterested in anything else. 

Sampson's details about the island (Swift 
calls it an island over and over again) and its 
central magnetic lodestone are accurate.  
However, Swift describes Laputa ' s  geography, 
and includes a map on which he indicates the 
capital city, mountains. and in the text he 
talks about towns, plural. My own ignorance is 
showing, but is it really true that "flying 
sauc ers"  commonly have castles on board? (wg) 
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